Refinement
. Selected geometric parameters (A, o) N 1---C2 1.3373 (13) C3---C4 N 1---C5 1.4633 (14) C4--C5 C2----C3 1.5294 (15) C2--N 1----C5 112.59 (9) C5---C4---C3 N 1---C2----C3 108.20 (9) N I---C5---C4 C2--C3--C4 103.49 (8)
-30.37 (10)
1.5412 (14) 1. 5405 (15) Data collection: XSCANS (Fait, 1991) . Cell refinement: XS-CANS. Data reduction: XSCANS. Program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS86 (Sheldrick, 1990) . Program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL93 (Sheldrick, 1993) . Molecular graphics: XP (Siemens, 1994) . Software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL93.
Acta Cryst. (1997 In the title compound, C25H22P2Se2 (dppmSe2), the methylene C atom lies on a crystallographic twofold -21.76(12) axis, in contrast to the previously known modifica- 31.41 (11) tion, which had no imposed symmetry. The conformation is expressed by the torsion angle Se--P...P--Se 148.12 (7) ° . Bond lengths and angles are similar to those in other dppmX2 molecules.
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Comment
Bis(diphenylphosphino)methane (dppm) and its dichalcogenide derivatives (with O, S, Se) are well known compounds (Grim & Walton, 1980, and references therein) . Structures are known for dppm (Schmidbaur et al., 1988) , dppmO2 (Antipin et al., 1980) , dppmS2 (Carmalt et al., 1996) , and dppmSe2 (isostructural with dppmS2) (Carroll & Titus, 1977) , and also for the fluorinated derivative (Ph2PS)2CF2 (dppfmS2) (Jones & Bembenek, 1996) .
We have fortuitously obtained a new modification of dppmSe2, (1), crystallizing in the space group C2/c with the methylene C atom lying on a twofold axis; the previously known modification crystallized in P21/c (Carroll & Titus, 1977) with no imposed symmetry.
(1)
The new modification shows some minor changes in bond lengths with respect to those of the previous form: the P---CH2 bond is slightly shorter [1.828 (3) cf. 1.853(11) and 1.833(10)A] and the P...P distance is slightly longer [3.183 (2)oCf 3.1567(4)A]. The P--Se bond length [2.1029 (12)A] is, however, closely° similar to the previous values [2.103 (3) and 2.097 (4)A].
The P---C--P bond angle is widened appreciably from 106.2 (3) ° in dppm to 121.1 (3) ° in the title compound; this is a general feature of all dppmX2 structures [dppmO2:119.5 (4) and 121.3(4) ° in two independent molecules; dppmS2: 118.4(2)°; P21/c modification of dppmSe2:117.9 (6)°; dppfmS2:116.89 (13)°].
The coordination geometry at the P atom is distorted tetrahedral [angles 102.5-115.9 ° in the various dppm derivatives; 104.2 (2)-113.06 (6) ° in the title compound]. As expected, the narrower angles are C--P-----C angles and the widest involve the Se atom; this is a general feature of ~X structural units. The conformations of the dppmX2 species show considerably greater variation. The X--P...P--X torsion angles are 148.12(7) ° in the title compound, 95.4(1) ° in the earlier modification, 95.64(5) ° in dppmS2, 90.76 (5) ° in dppfmS2, and 169.7 and 177.9 ° in dppmO2. The orientations of the phenyl rings also differ considerably; values of the relevant torsion angles for the title compound are given in Table 1 
Experimental
Crystals of compound (1) were obtained during an attempt to synthesize OdppmSe from dppmSe and H202 (Grim & Walton, 1988) in dichloromethane. Data collection: XSCANS (Siemens, 1991) . Cell refinement: XSCANS. Data reduction: XSCANS. Program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS86 (Sheldrick, 1990) . Program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL93 (Sheldrick, 1993) . Molecular graphics: XP (Siemens, 1994b) . Software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL93.
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126.31 (5) °. The crystal structure is stabilized by O-H.. • O hydrogen bonds involving carbonyl and hydroxy O atoms.
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